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Synopsis

A combination of classic and contemporary readings, featuring a debate-format section in each
chapter. Every chapter includes a blend of readingsA¢a —a ¢from scholarly and popular sources,
long and short readings, and 30 percent new to this edition. About one-fourth of the readings are
classics, while the remaining three-fourths are contemporary. Each begins with a headnote
explaining the significance of the piece and concludes with discussion questions that help students
think critically about what theyA¢a -4,¢ve just read. Finally, each chapter includes one

A¢a -A“DebateA¢ga -A- section, two or more readings exploring the different sides of important
issues such as immigration policy, health care reform, same-sex marriage, and the effects of

income inequality.
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Customer Reviews

David T. Canon is professor and department chair of political science at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison. His teaching and research interests focus on American political institutions, especially
Congress, and racial representation. He is the author of Actors, Athletes, and Astronauts: Political
Amateurs in the United States Congress; Race, Redistricting, and Representation: The Unintended
Consequences of Black Majority Districts (winner of the Richard F. Fenno Prize); The Dysfunctional
Congress? (with Kenneth Mayer); and various articles and book chapters. He served a term as the
Congress editor of Legislative Studies Quarterly. He is an AP consultant and has taught in the

University of Wisconsin AP Summer Institute for U.S. Government and Politics since 1997.



Professor Canon is the recipient of a University of Wisconsin Chancellor’s Distinguished Teaching
Award.John J. Coleman is dean of the College of Liberal Arts and professor of political science at
the University of Minnesota. His teaching and research interests are in the evolution of the American
state and the relationship between changes in the political economy of the United States and its
party structure.Kenneth R. Mayer is professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison. His teaching and research interests focus on American political institutions, especially

Congress, the Presidency, and defense policy.

This is an excellent reader. It provides many thought provoking segments and follow-up questions.
This is a very interesting collection of political insights. | used it in my American Politics class as a
supplement to my American Politics Today textbook, as my professor assigned, and these books

compliment each other very well. The discussion questions are great for exam prep.

Interesting book with a lot of different perspectives. Using for an intro to Political Science. Arrived in

perfect condition

Thoroughly enjoy learning history and the principles embedded in the Constitution.
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